2023 Artist Statement Notes

WEB - 721
I am inspired by confident, unconventional women, who are comfortable expressing themselves in unique and authentic ways. Most of them do not conform to societal definitions of beauty or a woman's role, nor do they follow traditional expectations of behavior. Every one of them has an interesting story to tell, which I strive to capture in their portraits. Each and every painting is a celebration of the model, whether it be the first time I have illustrated her story, or a repeated examination of her life experiences.
My narrative portraits are created with the intention of sharing an individual woman's story, sometimes triumphant, sometimes disturbing, but always with the purpose of capturing the essence of her personality. I choose my models based on their authenticity, sincerity, and self-confidence, rather than their appearance or body type. I believe interesting stories are far more important than fashion trends. Many of the women I work with are trauma survivors, have unconventional jobs or pursuits, and have the self-confidence to walk through the world as if they own it. They are women whose life experiences have led them toward a path of individuality and strength.

My studio process starts with an interview of each woman, building a foundation for descriptive imagery and symbolism that I use to create her narrative portrait. After shooting reference photos, I start developing a concept based on our conversation by pulling out compelling words or phrases and looking for appropriate symbolism to illustrate them. Once I have a general concept for my model's portrait, I will put together a sketch or collage in my concept journal that captures the essence of her personality. Sometimes my models have specific concepts they want to explore, and I involve them more directly in the conceptual process by showing them my initial sketches and asking for their feedback.

I enjoy telling stories through a combination of narrative and visual elements. I am drawn to portraiture by an appreciation for the female form and an interest in the personalities that make them unique. When creating the final portrait, I layer oil paints over more graphic and expressive elements, allowing the foundational techniques to show through the entire process. I often include bold words as part of the  composition or incorporate longer phrases or bodies of text in the background as more subtle design elements. In this way, I invite the viewer to spend time with my model, exploring her surroundings and uncovering more of her story. 
My portrait painting process is a result of extensive reflection on my model's personality and the stories they have shared with me. Sometimes I choose to tell parts of my own story in self-portraits. Often these self-portraits are very stylized in order to create a figure symbolic of a specific symbol or concept I want to explore further. Most are a reflection of my personal struggle to overcome the aftermath of childhood abuse at the hands of family.

I use color and layers of textural or graphic elements to move the viewer's attention around the composition. Colors, words, and symbolism are often used as a means to create tension in the background of my paintings, to highlight an important concept, or to place emphasis on a particular part of the composition. I often create tension or ambiguity between these elements in order to further illustrate the underlying narrative of a portrait.

I enjoy this narrative painting process because it allows me to incorporate an illustrative style into a traditional painting medium. Although I have tried many painting mediums over the years, I find myself most drawn to oils for their luminosity and richness, the variety of consistencies ranging from translucent to opaque, and the ability to create textures and expressive marks within their layers. I have developed my own techniques for painting over the years since my initial painting elective in college that allow me to explore the drawing media I love so much from my training as an illustrator with the more traditional media of oils.

My portraits are a celebration of real women who are confident in their natural bodies. Incorporating their personal stories into the paintings gives them the extra narrative element that makes them special. Combining these conceptual elements with a personal process, honed over years, makes every moment spent in my studio a joy. 
SUBMISSION
I am inspired by confident women who are comfortable expressing themselves in unconventional ways. Most of them do not conform to trend-based definitions of beauty or expectations of a woman's role in society. My narrative portraits are created with the intention of sharing an individual woman's story, sometimes triumphant, sometimes difficult, but always with the purpose of capturing the essence of her personality. I choose my models based on their authenticity, sincerity, and self-confidence, rather than their appearance or body type. Many of the women who model for me are trauma survivors, have unconventional jobs or pursuits, and have the self-confidence to walk through the world as if they own it. They are women whose life experiences have led them toward a path of individuality and strength. Sometimes I choose to tell parts of my own story in self-portraits, most of which are currently a reflection of my personal struggle to overcome the aftermath of childhood abuse at the hands of family.

After shooting reference photos, I start developing a concept based on my model's interview by pulling out compelling words or phrases and looking for appropriate symbolism to illustrate them. I enjoy telling stories through a combination of narrative and visual elements. As and artist, I am drawn to portraiture by an appreciation for the female form and an interest in the personalities that make each woman unique. 

When creating the final painting, I layer oil paints over more graphic and expressive elements, allowing the foundational techniques to show through the entire process. Incorporating the personal stories of women in my community into their portraits to create a narrative element, makes them powerful. Combining these conceptual elements with a personal process, honed over years, makes every moment spent in my studio a joy. 

ELEVATOR PITCH

Telling Women's Stories Through Narrative Portraits

I create narrative portraits that tell women's stories based on authenticity, sincerity, and self-confidence, rather than their appearance or body type.

FUTURE SERIES
*My creative process starts with a random spark of inspiration based on an observation in nature, a song lyric, a pop culture reference, or something I am reading. Once that tiny seed sprouts, I allow my mind to wander and make notes of anything interesting that develops. When a concept starts to develop and come to mind repeatedly, start looking at it more closely.

