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Although my themes have evolved over the years, I have always woven a thread of visual symbolism across the narratives in my work. My fascination with mythology and legend, paired with a graphic style, enable me to build a visual narrative of wonder and passion in my portrait subjects. 
My depiction of powerful female forms paired with animals, plants, and celestial bodies express the wonder and joy I feel in the natural environment, exploring the interconnectedness between humans and nature. Through these portraits I fully embrace our smallness in the expanse of the universe.
My main goal as a portrait artist is the portrayal of real women, with natural bodies who are strong, intelligent, compassionate, and self-confident. They are most certainly beautiful in their uniqueness, but they are not defined by superficial standards. I strive to celebrate the personality of each individual in her portrait. These elements of my creative process are my primary tools for developing themes of female empowerment. 

In many cultures, women are celebrated for bringing forth and nurturing life. This devotion recognizes our human place in the natural world and ignites our more complex creative pursuits. It is for this reason that I incorporate portraits of women into my explorations of nature, combining symbolism and legend across species and environments, to illustrate narratives born of reverence and joy – for the natural beauty we all possess, and our interconnectedness to the larger world of which we are a part.

My practice isn’t always about specific women or narratives of empowerment. Sometimes it encompasses the inspiration or symbolism behind the portraits; often grounded in love and devotion to nature and the ways it inspires my conceptual works.

Generic Statement
 Frances Byrd is a portrait artist whose work explores humanity through connection to nature. Her pieces often feature myth, symbolism, and specific elements from nature. Through her art, Frances seeks to inspire reverence and compassion for the natural world. She primarily works in oils, often combining acrylics and printmaking techniques, or using them separately when appropriate to the piece.
Notable achievements include a self-portrait in the permanent collection at the Hudgens Center for Art.
Find more on Instagram www.instagram.com/frances_byrd_art/

