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Phone:      0438306626
Email:       lahmatau@yahoo.com.au
Website / Portfolio:   https://www.artworkarchive.com/profile/lyn-laver-ahmat	

Professional Summary
Based in Slade Point, Mackay, Lyn Laver Ahmat creates mixed media works that explore the deep connection between land, memory, and story.  Using acrylics, ink, oil, and cold wax – often applied with handmade tools crafted from natural materials – she paints intuitively, letting the landscape guide her mark-making.  Her work reflects a commitment to environmental preservation and respect for Indigenous culture, transforming the Australian landscape into poetic expressions of place and belonging. 
_________________________________________________________________________
Education & Training

2000 -  B/A, B/Ed Arts Queensland University of Technology,  Brisbane
2025 – Masterclass, Tim Allen and Michelle Hungerford, 4 days, Cape Hillsborough
2023 - Cold Wax workshop, 5 days, Butter Factory, Cooroy.
2022 - Makers’ shopfront – A 2 day Exhibition Development Bootcanp 
2022 - RASN Creative Business Champions Mentoree
2020 - Provoking Change Project Retreat, Seaforth.  A 2 day intensive art making, linking technology and art collaboration 
2018  -“Where to Next”  A Career Management Intensive for Mid-Career Artists. An initiative of NAVA and Flying Arts Inc., Toowoomba, Qld.
2018  -Artiz Innovation at The Edge, (Qld State Library) for Educators, Flying Arts Inc.
____________________________________________________________________
Selected Solo Exhibitions 

2023-6  Artists Connect Inc. - Open Studios 
2021 Cedar Gallery, April – August, Eungella
2018  Milton House Gallery, Mackay, Queensland
2017 “Dreamscapes” Pilgrim Uniting Church, Adelaide 
2016-7 Mackay Golf Course, Mackay
2013 Paxton’s Gallery, Mackay
2011 “Where the Shore Meets the Sea” Botanical Gardens, Mackay 
2010 “Paperbarks to Pebble Beach” Gargett Gallery  
2010 “Mackay Landscapes”  Botanical Gardens, Mackay  
2005 Beenleigh Cultural Centre, Brisbane 

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------     
Selected Grants

2026  - “Parallel Lives” Women, Power and Place” – RADF Mackay City Council funded residency and future collaborative exhibition, development process between a visual artist and a historian, centering on the lives of two pioneering Western Qld. Women
2025 – “Reimagining the life of the Rose of Clermont, Rose Harris” RADF funded residency and future exhibition, Isaac Regional Council. Exhibition Clermont Museum, July, August, Coalface Gallery, Moranbah, September, October.
2021 “Light on Landscape” toured Central Highlands Art Gallery, Emerald, Coalface Gallery, Moranbah, Bauhinia Bicentennial Art Gallery, Springsure, RADF funded 
2020 - “Light on Landscape” Mackay Artspace Regional Gallery, December – February 2021 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Selected Group Exhibitions

2026 – Mid-Career Exhibition, Jubilee Centre, Mackay; Online Auction, -
2026 - Artist Connect Inc. Gallery 31, C.Q.U, Campus, Mackay
2025 - “Ourscape” Online Auction,  Gallery 31, C.QU Campus, Mackay
2026 - 2022 Cedar Gallery, Mackay
2026 - 2023 “Art on the Hill” Mackay 
2024 - ‘Submerged’ C.Q.U. Campus, Mackay.
2023 - “Passion for Plein Air” Botanical Gardens, Mackay
2023 - “Launch of Artist Studios” Gallery 31, C.Q.U. Campus, Mackay
2022 – “Provoking Change” – (re)action states of change 7 – 28th July, 
2022 - RADF showcase of grant recipients, Jubilee Centre, Mackay
2019 -“Foundations in Drawing” Mackay Art Space Regional Gallery
2019 - 2023 Hamilton Island Art Gallery
2018  -Moreton Bay Art Finalist Awards
2017  - “Beautiful one Day, Fruit Salad the Next” A Flying Arts Alliance Initiative, Judith      Wright Centre for Contemporary Arts, Brisbane
2013/2 Paxton’s Gallery, Mackay
2010 Printbank - Artspace Mackay; Art on Show, Mackay, Sarina Scope, Gargett Gallery –  “Festival Fever”
 


   Awards and Residencies
	
2026 Winner- 1st round, “Our Scape” Bowen, Artists Connect Inc.
2025 Selected Finalist – Great Barrier Reef Festival Art Competition, Qld.
2025 Online Finalist – Revival Emerging Art prize, Brisbane, Qld.
2024 Winner - 2D Award – Great Barrier Reef Festival Art Competition, Qld.
2023 Winner – “Best in Show” Artists and Art, Annual Art Comp. Mackay, Qld. 
2022 Winner – 2D Award– Whitsunday Arts Festival, Qld.
2022 Winner – Easel painting award, Central Highlands, Emerald, Qld.
2022 Selected Finalist – The Mervyn Moriarty Landscape Prize, Flying Arts inc.
2021 Winner $10,000– John Villiers Outback Art Prize, Winton, Qld.
2021 Selected Finalist – Queensland Regional Art Awards, Flying Arts Inc.
2021 Selected Finalist – Lethbridge Landscape Prize, Brisbane, Qld.
2021 Winner – Art on Show, Mackay, Works on Paper
2021 Selected Finalist – Whitsunday Arts Festival
2019 Winner – Art on Show, Mackay, Works on Paper
2019 Selected Finalist – Pro Hart Broken Hill Outback Art Prize, N.S.W.
2019 Winner – Oil Painting, Bowen Art Society
2018 Selected Finalist – Moreton Bay Art Awards, Pine Rivers, Qld.
2018 Selected Finalist - Percival Portrait Painting Prize, Townsville. Qld.
2018 Winner – Acrylic Painting, Mackay Art Society 
2017 Winner – Paxton’s Portrait Painting Prize, Mackay, Qld.
2016 Selected Finalist - Pro Hart Broken Hill Outback Art Prize
2016 Selected Finalist Moreton Bay Art Awards, Pine Rivers
2015 Selected Finalist - Broken Hill, N.S.W.  Outback Art Prize
2015 Winner – Oil Painting, Mackay Art Society 
2015 Open H.C. Mackay Art Society
2015 H.C. – Works on Paper, Sarina Art Extravaganza 
2011 Winner – Landscape prize, Sarina Art Extravaganza
2010 Regional Arts Development Fund, Grant recipient, Mackay, Qld 



Public  and Community Projects/Employment in the Arts

2026 – Lead Artist “Paint the Whitsundays” on Tall Ship
2026 – Flying Arts Inc. “By Request Artist 
2026 – “Earth Care Through Art”, 2 workshops.
2026 -  RADF Mackay Regional Council recipient “ Rose and May”
2025 -  RADF Isaac Regional Council  recipient “Re-imagining the life of Rose Harris”
2025 – Artists Connect Inc. Secretary
2024-6  Artist Connect inc. – Plein Air participation and Auction
2023 – 4 Inaugural Artist Trail Mackay Committee Member
2023 -  Tutor for “Responding to the River” 1 day workshop
2023-  Tutor and Artist talk for 1 day workshop, Clermont, Qld.
2023 - 2022  Artist Residency – Bimblebox Nature Reserve, Qld.  4 – 11 Sept.
2023 - 2022 Tutor for Master Class Plein Air Workshops, St Lawrence Wetlands Weekend
2022  -Workshops, Yeppoon, Emerald, Moranbah as part of RADF funded project
2019  - 5th Lane Project, Mackay
2019  - “Plastic Boutique” Mackay
2017  - “Paddles with Pizzazz” Dragons Abreast, Mackay
2012  - Tutor, Paxton’s Creative Space and Upstairs Gallery 
2011-2012 - Volunteer Mackay Art Space, Q.A.T.A. member
2010 - Artist in Residence workshop for children – Gargett Gallery RADF funded
2010  -Hays Inlet Festival, Pine Rivers, Qld. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Teaching/Professional Roles & Appointments 

2026 – Contract, Education Qld. Mackay State High School, Art Dept.
2025 - Special Needs Teacher, Education Qld, Mackay High School   
2019 - 2026 – Residency Hamilton Island
2024 - 2018   Education Qld. Teacher Relief
2011–17  Education Qld, Mackay North High School
2010    Education Qld., Teacher Relief, Primary and High School 
2000 – 08 Education Qld. -Sunnybank State High School, Brisbane, Qld.	
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