BETSY JACKS
betsyjacksart@gmail.com   betsyjacks.com   @betsy.jacks
BIO

I am a visual artist, writer, and former museum director. My paintings have been exhibited in New York City and in the Hudson Valley, and my written work has been published by both academic and commercial presses. I am the Executive Director Emerita of the Thomas Cole National Historic Site in Catskill, New York, and was previously the Director of Marketing for the Whitney Museum of American Art. I have a degree in Art History and Studio Art Cum Laude from Duke University. I live with my husband and two daughters in the Hudson Valley, New York.
SELECTED EXHIBITIONS
2025
Sanctuary, Juried Exhibition, Woodstock Artists Association & Museum,
     Woodstock, NY

Verbatim, Solo Show, Sugar Maples Center For Creative Arts, Maplecrest, NY


Art as Memoir, Juried Exhibition, Spencertown Academy, Spencertown, NY


Scenic Vistas: Landscape as Culture in Early New York, Boscobel House &
           Gardens, Garrison NY


10th Annual Member Show, The Spencertown Academy, Spencertown, NY


Embodiment, Solo Show, The Gallery at Café Joust, Catskill, NY


2025 Art of New York, Juried Exhibition, The Arkell Museum, Canajoharie, NY


The Flower Show, Lyndhurst Mansion, Tarrytown, NY


Perfectly Imperfect: The Flawed Beauty of the Human Form, WomensWorkArt, 

     Poughkeepsie, NY


What We Hold, CREATE Gallery, Catskill, NY

2024
Small Works, LABspace, Hillsdale, NY


One Foot Square, Athens Cultural Center, Athens, NY


Seen Scenes, CREATE Gallery, Catskill, NY

2018
Postcards from the Trail, Thomas Cole Historic Site, Catskill, NY
2012
Cowgirls #4, Brik Gallery, Catskill, NY  
2011
Cowgirls #3, Brik Gallery, Catskill, NY  
2003
Staff Exhibition, Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY


Solo Show, Sea Restaurant, Williamsburg, Brooklyn
2002
Staff Exhibition, Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY


Open Studio, Williamsburg, Brooklyn

2001
Staff Exhibition, Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY


Open Studio, Williamsburg, Brooklyn

2000
Staff Exhibition, Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY

RELATED WORK EXPERIENCE

2003-2024
THE THOMAS COLE NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE, Catskill, NY

       
Executive Director
1999-2003
WHITNEY MUSEUM OF AMERICAN ART, New York

Director of Marketing, 2001-2003


Marketing Manager, 1999-2001

1993-1994
GEN ART, 133 West 25th Street, New York

Non-profit arts organization


Communications Director

1991-1992
GALLERIA D’ARTE CONTEMPORANEA, Via Margutta, Rome, Italy

Gallery Assistant
AWARDS, APPOINTMENTS & PUBLICATIONS
2025
Awardee, Individual Achievement Award, Museum Association of New York

2022
Awardee, Best Historic Site in the Hudson Valley, Hudson Valley Magazine

2020-present
Council Member, NY Museum Regents Advisory Council 
2018-present
Vice-Chair, Board of Trustees, Hudson River Valley Greenway Council
2008-present
Trustee, Hudson River Valley Greenway Council

2008-present
Management Committee, Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area

2018
Awardee, Non-Profit of the Year by the Greene County Chamber of Commerce

2018
Awardee, Best Museum Environment, Experience Design & Technology

Award for The Parlors exhibition

2018
Awardee, Excellence in Design Award for The Parlors exhibition, 

awarded by the Museum Association of New York

2017
Awardee, “Best Update to a Historic Site” by Hudson Valley Magazine
2013
Peer Reviewer for the National Endowment for the Humanities, 

Challenge Grants

2011
Curator of the exhibition, Wild Land: Thomas Cole and the Birth of American 

Landscape Painting, through NEH on the Road
2010
Peer Reviewer for the National Endowment for the Humanities, 

Division of Public Programs
2010
Official Honoree, 14th Annual Webby Awards, for Thomas Cole Learning Portal at 


www.explorethomascole.org
2009
Author, River Views of the Hudson River School, American Art Review, 

Vol. XXI No.4

EDUCATION

1995-97
J. L. KELLOGG GRADUATE SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT



NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY, Evanston, IL


Master of Management degree (MBA), major in marketing, Dean's Honor List

Dean's Service Award for outstanding contribution to the school

1992-95
ART STUDENTS LEAGUE, New York, NY


Drawing from Life, Painting, & Group Critique with Rudolf Baranik
1989
SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY, FLORENCE PROGRAM, Florence, Italy
Studio Art & Art History 

1987-91
DUKE UNIVERSITY, Durham, NC


Bachelor of Arts degree, Cum Laude, majors in art history and studio art

