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Spirit of the West at TOSH

hose from the
% prairies or the
¥ Interior of B.C.

. will look forward
4 to Spirit of the
West, an exhibition opening
today and running to Oct. 21,
Two Ladysmith district
artists have collaborated on a
theme inspired by multi-media
| artist Wendy Robson, A.F.C.A.
| Robson has embarked on a
- series of paintings which
explore the heritage and simple life of the

BB.C.

A painting called Easy Rider is a feature
piece and beautifully portrays a cowboy on
a pinto horse. Her work brings to life the

story of the cowboys and wranglers who
- work the ranches of the Interior. Robson’s
own love of horses made it easy for her to
. work with the theme. Influenced by the
Impressionists, Robson has a personal style
which, while realistic, is spontaneous and
fresh. Other work departing from the theme
- has also been included. ;
~ The leather artistry of Armando dos
- Santos complements the Spirit of the West.
. He has worked with leather for almost 25
j-;;years and is showing an impressive display
. of bowls, various boxes, handbags and an
1
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- pioneers who first settled in the Interior of

oval chest. Each piece is uniquely
designed, cut and stitched by hand.
Decorations are then drawn with pencil,
burned over with an electric pen and dye
applied with a variety of brushes. Some
decorations depict themes of a spiritual or
environmental nature.

The public is invited to a reception to
meet the artists Saturday, Oct. 7 at 2 p-m.

Drop by with your brush and add a few
strokes to TOSH’s new paint job. Foreman
Art Skipsey expects this project to be fin-
ished by the end of the week. The brighten-
ing of the faded trim has been a reward of
its own and will be enjoyed by everyone
who visits, thanks to the efforts of Leo Cyr,
Doug Hamilton, Fran Jones, Graham Beard
and TOSH president Brad Wylie and son,
Andrew.

Along with a new coat of paint, there is

a new little artist on the
horizon. Glassblower Ted
Jolda and his wife, Allison
Shaw are the proud par-
ents of Victoria Helen.
Victoria comes to visit
occasionally. While others
are most impressed with
her dad’s masterpiece cre-
ation of a chandelier for
the Vancouver Arts
Umbrella fund-raiser, so
far, Victoria has found it a
doze.

This column is being written as the last
one in my position as TOSH administrator.
It has been a challenging and rewarding
experience for more than six and a half
years.

The selection committee has had the
onerous and exciting task of reviewing 72
applications for the position. An over-
whelming response! The directors have
appointed staff member Patricia Cloran as
acting administrator until the position has
been filled.

I look forward to my new life and to
continuing the wonderful friendships made
over the years. For my replacement, my
wish is the continued support of all of
those who have helped make the centre
such a success.
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Marlys Diamond ends her ‘temporary’
tenure at TOSH — six years years later

By JUDY REIMCHE
News Reporter

Marlys Diamond is stepping
down from her position as admin-
istrator at The Old School House.

Diamond began her position
with TOSH on Jan. 23, 1989 after

applying for the advertised part-
time position. In response to the
needs of the new art centre, which
had been without a manager for
the preceding two months, she
was immediately asked to work
full-time and has continued
that basis. -

MARLYS DIAMOND SAYS TOSH is on a ‘strong foundation’ now.

A committee of five, with for-
mer president Shirley Elliott as
chairman, has embarked on a
search to fill the position.

The board of directors at
TOSH accepted her resignation,
effective Sept. 30.

In her letter of resignation Dia-
mond said “the challenge of tak-
ing a fledgling organization,
which was in a state of crisis, to
the successful multi-faceted art
centre that it is today has been a
stimulating and rewarding experi-
ence, with many challenges along
the way. It has been a pleasure to
build this success with the many
hard-working and dedicated peo-
ple who were part of the team.”

Her resignation comes on the
completion of a successful sum-
mer of activities which included
Art in Action, the second year of
the centre’s Summer School of
Art, and most recently the annual
fund-raising art auction. The time
of her resignation was chosen so
her successor may benefit from
participating in the planning of
next vear’s events.

“I am leaving TOSH when
procedures are now successfully
in place for the day-to-day activi-
ties and special events, including

the new Summer School of Art.
Administratively, it is on a strong
foundation, ” Diamond said
Thursday.

She is “looking forward to up-
grading my home computer and
doing some contract work from
home. I don’t know where that
will lead, but I think it will be fun.

“I have a hard time not getting
engrossed in whatever I do, so I
will have to keep that in mind for
my next projects,” she admitted.

Diamond intends on lending
support to her successor as
needed, and said she will continue
with TOSH in come capacity.

“I’m going to miss the day-to-
day contact. I've met a lot of won-
derful people,” she said. Diamond
expects to have more time for
some of the hobbies, such as gar-
dening, that she has put on the
back burner for the past few
years.
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 1995 NEWS

Old School House staff and friends of Marlys Diamond gathered last Sunday to thank the
former administrator for seven years of hard work and success. Local dignitaries, includ-
ing Parksville mayor Paul Reitsma and Qualicum Beach councillor Orlan Rye joined
TOSH staff in appreciation for Diamond’s work in making the gallery the local success
story it has become. Charlie Hodge photo
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Light shines on Diamond

By JOEY GOODINGS
News Reporter

School House in 1989, she wasn’t
sure she would get the job.

She likely never imagined that
seven years later, about 150 peo-
ple would attend a ceremony to
thank her for a job well done and
to give her much of the credit for
TOSH’s well-known success.

“Probably we have more
friends than almost anybody in
the world and it’s a very nice feel-
ing,” said Diamond after a series
of speeches given in a crowded
tent outsidle TOSH on a rainy
Sunday afternoon.

Marlys’ husband Jack told the
crowd he had to encourage
Marlys to apply for the job after
noticing an advertisement in a
local newspaper.

“Her response was ‘I don’t
think I'm qualified for the posi-
tion,”” he said. “I felt that she
was, and so she sent in her resume
and as they say the rest is history.”

“There is an old saying ‘behind
every successful wife is a sur-

Marlys Diamond
... she’s staying in community

prised husband.” However I have
not been surprised at all at
Marlys’ success here at TOSH.
The accomplishments here are the
same as what she has been doing
all her life.”

Shirley Elliott, a former presi-
dent of the board of directors for
TOSH, praised Diamond’s com-
mitment to the job. “No task was
to difficult or too menial for this

lady. If something had to be done,
it was done and done well,” she
said.

“Thank you Marlys, for giving
us six years, eight months in sup-
port of a venture which some
thought would never succeed,”
said Elliott.

Parksville Mayor Paul Reitsma
praised Diamond for making
TOSH so “vibrant and so success-
ful.”

Qualicum Beach councillor
Orlan Rye commented that TOSH
has “been one fantastic success.”

Board of directors representa-
tive Art Skipsey said Diamond
brought order out of confusion
and kept a calm air when disaster
was threatening.

A song written by the TOSH
trio to the tune of Thanks for the
Memories ended with this
verse:Oh me, Oh my GOSH/What
a wonderful place is TOSH/The
Diamond in the centre who made
it all so POSH. The trio consisted
of Patricia Cloran, Joyce Barr,
and Ann Barber.

Diamond pointed out she is
stepping back from TOSH but not
the community.

“I'm not running out of the
community,” she said. “I'm still
here.”



ANN - JOYCE- MARLYS
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